
Maryland Partnership Expands Broadband  

to Lower Shore 

Small Farm Conference Sees Largest Turnout to Date 

Contact the editor: 2133 Richard A. Henson Center · Princess Anne, MD 21853  ·  Phone: 410 651-6084 · Email: sstreet@umes.edu 
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Traditionally underserved cities on the lower 
Eastern Shore of Maryland can now look for-
ward to broadband service, the result of a $3.2 
million USDA grant and a partnership between 
Bloosurf, a Maryland company, the Maryland 
Broadband Cooperative and the University of 
Maryland Eastern Shore. 

“With the help of our congressional delegation, 
the University of Maryland Eastern Shore is able 
to extend our commitment to creating jobs and 
growing technology and health-based businesses 
in our community,” said Dr. Ronald Forsythe Jr., 
UMES vice president for technology and com-
mercialization, “and there’s still more to come.” 

“UMES is a true high tech incubator; that’s why 
we partnered with them,” said Paul Carliner, 
president of Bloosurf. “This partnership will al-
low us to offer state-of-the-art broadband ser-
vice, including 4G mobile broadband service, to 
Princess Anne and the surrounding communities 
on the lower Shore. This will be a huge boost for 
economic development and job creation. 

U.S. Senators Barbara A. Mikulski and Benjamin 

L. Cardin have 
been tireless ad-
vocates who 
were both highly 
instrumental to 
the project that 
will allow Bloo-
surf to build a 
wireless last-mile 
network for the 
rural areas of 
Worcester, Som-
erset and 
Wicomico coun-

ties, as well as Smith Island.  

“To help rural Maryland compete globally, we 
must expand high-speed technology locally,” said 
Senator Mikulski, a longtime component of 
bringing the technology to the Shore.  “The 
grant will help communities in Eastern Maryland 
connect to the information superhighway, as well 
as support new jobs, help small businesses and 
boost economic growth.” 

 

Small Farm Program Coordinator Berran Rogers 
saw the largest turnout to date at the 7th annual 
Small Farm Conference, held Friday and Satur-
day, November 5 and 6. 

With some 150 regis-
trants in attendance, a 
diverse conference 
program offered new 
knowledge, skills and 
management strategies 
designed to help area 

farmers meet challenges associated with the 
economy as well as the environment.  “Adapting 
As Your Market Changes” was the focus of the 
keynote speaker, Joan Norman of One Straw 
Farm.  Pre-conference sessions offered entrepre-
neurship training and an informative tour of the 
UMES Agriculture Research and Teaching Farm. 

Conference programming involved several offer-
ings new to this year’s forum--programs and fun 
activities for youth attending with registered par-

ents and free one-on-one business coaching of-
fered by the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service.  

Sessions on small plot intensive farming, income 
opportunities in pastured poultry, government 
farm programs, generating profits from alterna-
tive fruits, growing/marketing herbs and spe-
cialty niche crops, and common sense ap-
proaches to good agricultural practices (GAPs)    

continued on page 3 

 

continued on page 2 



 

certification rounded out the day.  The conference was 
sponsored by the USDA, National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture; the USDA, Risk Management Agency 
Community Outreach and Assistance Partnership Pro-
gram; the Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research 
& Education Program; the USDA, Office of Advocacy 
and Outreach; and the USDA, Farm Service 
Agency.  Partnering with UMES were LESSON, Inc; 
the UMES/UME Rural Development Center; and the 
University of Maryland Extension 4-H Youth Develop-
ment Program. 
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Dr. Enrique Nel-
son Escobar, 
assistant profes-
sor and exten-
sion specialist in 
small ruminants, 
presented the 
2010 Pregnant 
Ewe/Doe 
Roundtable on 

Saturday, November 20, in the Rich-
ard A. Henson Center.  The session  
began at 9 a.m. sharp and ended 
nearly  two hours after it was origi-
nally scheduled to end.  
 

“The roundtable was extremely re-
warding,” said Escobar.  “There was a 
lot of exchange, and  I was able to 
give detailed answers to all of the 
questions.” 
 

Participants were able to benefit from 
instruction in diet formulation by 
hand as well as by use of a nutrient 
requirements electronic calculator. 
Without the basic nutrition facts that 
were offered, producers ran the risk of 
overfeeding or underfeeding  pregnant 

animals and jeopardizing the health of 
the livestock and potentially exposing 
himself or herself to financial loss. 

“I think we’ve found the perfect for-
mat for transferring research-based 
knowledge to  the community.,” said 
Escobar.  “The people who came 
really wanted to learn.” 
 

Kidding and lambing will be the focus 
of the next roundtable, which will be 
scheduled for late February, early 
March.   

Escobar obtained an agricultural engi-
neer degree (equivalent to a B.S.) from 
the University of El Salvador, and 
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from the Uni-
versity of Maryland, College Park.  He 

has collaborated with local, state and 
national teams to develop projects 
managing goats to utilize unwanted 
vegetation, thus improving land voca-
tion and value.  In addition, he devel-
ops projects for field and laboratory 
studies to support a fair regulatory 
somatic cell count in goat milk and for 
the development of kits to detect anti-
biotic residue in goat milk. 

EXTENSION OFFICER HOSTED PREGNANT EWE/DOE ROUNDTABLE 

   SMALL FARM CONFERENCE, continued from page 1 
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The Maryland tradition of a statewide conference for 
teens continues in 2011! The State Teen Focus, a 4-H 
Learning and Leadership Conference, will be held on the 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore campus, Tuesday, 
June 21, through Friday, June 24, 2011. This four-day 
conference offers a wide range of learning, service, and 
social activities, planned and carried out by teens for 
teens.  
 
This is the premier, statewide annual 4-H event for teens 
and the adults who work with them. The mission of Teen 
Focus is to provide educational experiences in a campus 
setting that help teens to develop life skills and leadership 
abilities to become contributing citizens in their commu-
nities. 
The major purposes of 4-H Teen Focus are: 

• To provide a high-quality educational experience for 
4-H youth ages 14-18 and adults that work with 
them; 

• To promote 4-H as a major statewide educational 
youth program; 

• To provide educational, recreational and social ex-
periences for teens that would not normally be avail-
able at a county or district level; 

• To provide educational experiences through semi-
nars, workshops, and service learning that will en-
hance life skills development and support 4-H project 
work; 

• To provide opportunities for teens and adults to spe-
cifically develop leadership-related life skills; 

• To promote an understanding of the value of diver-
sity among Teen Focus participants; 

• To enhance each delegate’s sense of personal and 
social responsibility through an environment that 
fosters independence, accountability, decision-making 
and time management. 

All questions can be directed to Dr. Lisa M Dennis 410-
651-8330 or ldennis@umd.edu. 

2010 Extension Briefs 
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Maryland 4-H Teen Focus  

MARYLAND PARTNERSHIP, continued from page 1 

“Internet access is critical to the economy of the 21st Cen-
tury and this Recovery Act funding will ensure completion 
of the high-speed, broadband service to Worcester, Somer-
set and Wicomico counties and Smith Island,” said Senator 
Cardin.  “This funding will ensure that residents and busi-
nesses on the Eastern Shore have much-needed broadband 
service and it will help to create jobs and spur economic 
growth.” 

Rep. Frank Kratovil, a member of the House agriculture 
committee, has been consistent in his fight to expand 
broadband access on the Shore in an effort to sure up criti-
cal job-creating infrastructure. 

“I have consistently fought to expand broadband access on 
the Eastern Shore,” said Rep. Kratovil.  “These funds will 
be utilized to help bridge the ‘digital divide’ and ensure that 
those living in rural communities have access to the infor-
mation and tools that they need to compete.  Strategic in-
vestments like this are exactly why I was pleased to vote for 
the Recovery Act—these funds will be used to create jobs, 
grow the economy, and provide critical services for those 
living on the Lower Shore.” 

Leveraging $160,000 in private contributions, this network 
will provide 4G broadband to homes and businesses on the 
lower shore.  About 126,000 people stand to benefit, as 
well as about 6,000 businesses and 351 community institu-
tions. 

UMES has been a long term advocate and participant in 
efforts to enhance network access in the region. Past efforts 
include completing the original ShoreNet study that 
pointed out the need for enhanced access for high speed 
networking on the Eastern Shore; providing seed funding 
for the Maryland Broadband Cooperative through the 
UMES Rural Development Center; and working with Bloo-
surf, LLC, to revitalize the Lower Shore Broadband Coop-
erative. 

For information concerning the Maryland Hawk Corpora-
tion, a university-affiliated, non-profit 501(c)(3) foundation, 
contact Dan Kuennen at 410-651-6183 or by email at 
dskuennen@umes.edu. 

By Lisa M. Dennis, Ph.D., 4-H Youth Dev. Specialist  



Another year has come and gone, and we 
are still at the brink of the new year.  For 
our extension team it means, in the 
words of Robert Frost, that “we have 
promises to keep and miles to go before 
we sleep.”  
 

For this new year, we look forward to 
doing more of what we have always 
done.  We will continue to address the 
various needs of small farmers in Mary-

land.  We will continue to support alternative and small scale 
agriculture projects like metro farming.  We will continue to 
provide a source of funds for businesses and municipalities 
on the Eastern Shore.  We will continue to teach low cost 
food preparation and nutritional information to limited-
resource families and improve the diets of pre-school children 
on the lower shore.  We will continue to support the seafood 
industry with educational programs, applied research, demon-
stration projects, and publications.  We will continue to grow 
leaders with our 4-H programming. 
 

While the UMES-UME Program offers different educational 
opportunities, we are one in purpose.  We work hard to bring 

research-based knowledge directly to individuals, families and 
communities.  It’s what we do best, and it’s what we will con-
tinue to do!                                             
                Dr. Henry M. Brooks 
                         hmbrooks@umes.edu 

2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
University of Maryland Extension 
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Thursday, February 17 4-H Volunteer Training Webinar 
6-8 p.m.   Registration information at 
   www.umes.edu/1890-mce 
 
Thursday, February 24 Eight Key Elements to a  
6-8 p.m.   Successful Club Webinar 
   Registration information at  
   www.umes.edu/1890-mce 
 
Saturday, February 26 Lamb and Kidding Roundtable 
9 a.m. to noon  Richard A. Henson Center 
   www.umes.edu/1890-mce  
 
Monday, March 14 4-H Volunteer Training Webinar 
6-8 p.m.   Registration information at 
   www.umes.edu/1890-mce 
 
Thursday, April 14 4-H Volunteer Training Webinar 
6-8 p.m.   Registration information at 
   www.umes.edu/1890-mce 
 
Friday, May 6 and Goat Artificial Insemination Clinic 
Saturday, May 7 Location TBA 
 
Monday, May 16 4-H Volunteer Training Webinar 
6-8 p.m.   Registration information at 
   www.umes.edu/1890-mce 
 
 

 

Monday, June 13 4-H Volunteer Training Webinar 
6-8 p.m.   Registration information at 
   www.umes.edu/1890-mce 
 

 

Tuesday, June 21 thru State Teen Focus 4-H Learning 
Friday, June 24  and Leadership Conference 
   Richard A. Henson Center 
 
Friday, November 4 8th Annual Small Farm Conference 
Saturday, November 5 Richard A. Henson Center 

A note from the administrator 

Dr. Henry Brooks 

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE   
               
   
   

Goat Artificial Insemination ClinicGoat Artificial Insemination ClinicGoat Artificial Insemination Clinic   
Friday, May 6, and Saturday, May 7Friday, May 6, and Saturday, May 7Friday, May 6, and Saturday, May 7   


